ALASKA
The Regions: 

Inside Passage:

Carved by glaciers and blanketed with majestic hemlock and spruce, Alaska’s Inside Passage is a region of pristine water, snow capped mountains, deep fjords and forested islands. With its mild, maritime climate, this area is prime habitat for bald eagles, sea lions, porpoise and whales. Much of the southern panhandle is part of the Tongass National Forest, a 16.8 million acre rainforest. Glacier Bay National park has 16 active tidewater glaciers and Misty Fiords National Monument near Ketchikan has 3,000-foot cliffs rising directly from pristine ocean channels.

The picturesque coastal communities are rich in history. Russian influence is well preserved in churches and other historical structures. The Gold Rush era comes to life throughout the Inside Passage and offers fascinating opportunities to learn and explore the past. The Native cultures of Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian Indians dominate this area. Ancient totem poles are abundant in many communities and the art of totem carving is preserved along with traditional dance and music.
Southcentral:

By air, land or sea, Southcentral Alaska is easily accessible to all. More than half of Alaska’s residents live in this region of spectacular glaciers, fjords, roadside lakes, salmon streams and ocean beaches. The area encompasses farmlands, fishing communities, national parklands, ski resorts and a metropolitan city. Here visitors can venture into the heart of the wilderness by day and return to luxurious accommodations that night.

Known as the ‘City of Lights’ in winter and the ‘City of Flowers’ in summer, Alaska’s largest city, Anchorage, comes with all the cultural amenities and activities one would expect from a metropolitan hub, except this one is surrounded by breathtaking wilderness. Journey south and discover the Kenai Peninsula, a scenic jewel and fishing paradise. Visit the quaint seaside communities of Seward or Homer and experience Kenai Fjords National Park. Wrangell-St.Elias National Park to the west contains nine of the 16 highest peaks in the U.S. The Matanuska-Susitna Valley consists of fertile farmland against the majestic backdrop of the Chugach Mountains – they really do grow giant vegetables. 

Interior:
In the heartland of Alaska, you’ll find some of the state’s most impressive natural wonders and a wealth of culture and history. The Yukon River courses nearly 2,000 miles across Interior Alaska. Mt. McKinley, the highest mountain in North America, is surrounded by Denali National Park and Preserve. This area boasts spectacular mountain vistas, berry-laden tundra and an abundance of wildlife including caribou, moose, Dall sheep and grizzly bear.

In the heart of the region is Fairbanks, Alaska’s second largest city. Born out of the gold rush era, historical opportunities transport you back to a rustic Alaska filled with colorful facts and fiction. The Athabascan Indian culture of Interior Alaska is rich with tradition as seen in their music, dance and beautiful beadwork. Summer brings up to 20 hours of daylight and winter one of the best locations on earth for viewing the Northern Lights. 

Far North: 

Above the Yukon River, beyond the vast Brooks Range, the summer tundra unrolls a carpet of delicate wildflowers to meet the Arctic coast. This is the home of the Inupiat Eskimos, the land of Northern Lights and the Midnight Sun. Traditional Eskimo lifestyle, modern oil field technology and immense herds of wild caribou coexist in an environment that is spectacular wilderness. Migratory birds and marine mammals abound and some of America’s finest wilderness parklands are found in this area.

Alaska’s two largest Eskimo communities, Kotzebue and Barrow, and gold rush historic Nome, are the major towns in this region. The only road access into the Far North is the Dalton Highway, a gravel service road that links the North Slope oil facilities to the state’s public highway systems. Access to the rest of the area is via commercial or charter air service. 

Southwest:
The panorama of Southwest Alaska ranges from the windy grasslands of the Aleutian Islands, the longest archipelago in the world sweeping 1,000 miles westward into the Pacific Ocean, to the surreal volcanic landscape of the Katmai National Park to the emerald green island of Kodiak to the unsurpassed bird populations of the Pribilof Islands. Southwest is rich with culture, history and wildlife.

Both Yupik Eskimo and Aleut traditions blanket Southwest communities. Visual displays of the Russian era can be found as well as World War II historical landmarks. Southwest Alaska boasts wildlife opportunities for the true naturalist. The Pribilof Islands in the Bering Sea are home to 230 species of birds. Kodiak Island is home to a healthy population of Kodiak brown bears, the world’s largest carnivorous land mammals. On the mainland, thousands of brown and black bears congregate at McNeil River and Brooks River falls to gorge on summer salmon. 

Cities/Parks
Anchorage: Population: 261,146 (42% of the state population)
Homer 
Homer's picturesque setting, mild climate and great fishing attract thousands of visitors each year. Homer calls itself the "Halibut Fishing Capital of the World." Kachemak is a magnificent deep-water bay that reaches inland from Cook Inlet for 30 miles and is rich in marine life. The wild timbered coastline of the south shore, across from Homer, is indented with many fjords and inlets that reach far into the rugged glacier-capped peaks of the Kenai Mountains. Rising behind the town site are gently sloping bluffs, which level off at about 1,200 feet. These green slopes are tinted in pastel shades by acres of wildflowers each summer. Perhaps the beauty surrounding Homer explains its large artist community. Potters, sculptors, painters and jewelers practice their crafts and sell their goods in local shops and galleries.  
Homer is also the jumping-off point to Kachemak Bay State Park - one of Alaska's most popular parks for sea kayaking, hiking, fishing and beachcombing - accessible by floatplane or private water taxi. It also serves as the gateway to McNeil River State Game Sanctuary on the west side of Cook Inlet and Katmai National Park, both known for brown bear viewing and both accessible by floatplane. Homer also provides access to Fox River Flats Critical Habitat Area via a steep switchback trail that leads down to the flats. 
Population: 4,721
Location: Homer is located on the north shore of Kachemak Bay on the southwestern edge of the Kenai Peninsula. The Homer Spit, a 4.5-mile long bar of gravel, extends from the Homer shoreline and is a center of activity for the town. It is 227 miles south of Anchorage via the Seward and Sterling Highways.

Kodiak Island 
This coastal fishing community is virtually surrounded by parks and refuges, including Afognak Island State Park, Shuyak Island State Park, Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge (known for the Kodiak brown bear which is the largest land carnivore) and Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge. Birding opportunities are world renown, especially for seabirds in winter. Fly-in fishing is available. 

Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge: Encompassing nearly 1.9 million acres on Kodiak, Afognak, Ban, and Uganik Islands. It is the home of an estimated 3,000 Kodiak bears, plus red fox, river otters, black-tailed deer, mountain goats, bald eagles, the only elk in Alaska, and more than 200 bird species.

Prince of Wales Island  
Prince of Wales is the third largest island in the United States after Kodiak Island and the Big Island of Hawaii. The island looks large enough to support thriving cities but actually populates small towns and villages across the 135-miles long and 45-miles wide island.

The island is famed for fishing (saltwater and freshwater), hiking, camping, sea kayaking, canoeing, and scuba diving. 
 
Prince of Wales in noted for extensive limestone cave systems. El Capitan Cave (3.5 hour drive north from Hollis) is the largest known cave in Alaska and the first cave in Southeast Alaska where large fossil brown and black bear bones were discovered, dating back 10,000 to 12,000 years. There is a steep trail (more than 365 steps) leading to the cave entrance. Because of damage to cave formations, a gate has been installed to regulate visitation. There is open visitation to the gate some distance within the cave. Tours are provided for visitors by Tongass National Forest. Contact the Thorne Bay Ranger District at (907) 828-3304 for information and reservations. 

For a cultural experience visit the first Haida Indian village in southeast Alaska, Klinkwan, located within the South Prince of Wales Island Wilderness Area, and is located about 40 miles southwest of Ketchikan. The village was established in the 19th Century, and abandoned in 1911.
Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge 
Alaska Maritime consists of more than 2,400 islands, rocks, islets, spires and reefs of the Alaskan coast. The refuge stretches from Cape Lisburne on the Chukchi Sea to the top of the Aleutians and eastward to Forrester Island on the border of British Columbia. The 4.5 million acre refuge is a spectacular blend of tundra, rain forest, cliffs, volcanoes, beaches, lakes and streams. Alaska Maritime is synonymous with seabirds...millions of them. It is estimated between 15 to 30 million birds and 55 species use the refuge. The refuge also has the most diverse wildlife species of all the refuges in Alaska including thousands of sea lions, seals, walrus and sea otters. Visitor activities include wildlife observation, backpacking and photography. Some islands have restricted access in order to protect wildlife. Military clearance is required to visit Adak, Shemya, Amchitka and Attu Islands of the Aleutian Chain. Write Refuge Manager, Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, 2355 Kachemak Bay Drive, Suite 101, Homer, AK 99603-8021 or call (907) 235-6546. 
http://www.r7.fws.gov/nwr/akmnwr/akmnsr.html » 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
At nearly 20 million acres, ANWR is one of the largest pieces of absolute wilderness in the nation. Covering the extreme northeastern corner of Alaska, ANWR was designated as a separate wilderness area to protect some of the most spectacular arctic plants, wildlife, and landforms in the world. It encompasses much of the migration range of the porcupine caribou herd, about 160,000 animals, plus uncounted musk ox, Dall sheep, moose, wolf packs, polar bears, grizzly bears, and 140 species of birds.

What ANWR doesn't have is people! There are no roads and only a handful of settlements, but the refuge has become a popular destination for river rafting and kayaking, birding, hiking, mountain climbing, and other outdoor activities. There are three Wild and Scenic Rivers - the Ivishak, Sheenjek, and Wind - with stunning wildlife sightings. 

Access to ANWR is available by air, usually from Fairbanks to Fort Yukon, Arctic Village, Deadhorse, or Kaktovik, the jumping off points for air taxi service into the refuge. Day trips are also available throughout the summer and some adventure travel guides offer longer river, hiking, and wildlife observation trips. Either way, travelers must book their adventure well in advance due to the high demand and short season.

Cape Krusenstern National Monument 
Located in northwest Alaska and forming the northern boundary of the Kotzebue Sound, this park is a treeless coastal plain, pocked with lagoons across vast open areas where the visitor has the feeling of being able to see forever. The summer season at Cape Kresenstern offers incredible wildflower viewing as well as wonderful bird watching opportunities. The mercurial history of this strange country is detailed in the 114 beach ridges that depict the changing sea levels for the past 5000 years. Throughout the park lands, native communities still subsistence hunt. Since there are no national park service developments, campgrounds or trails in these areas, access is by water craft, air taxi, and by foot. For more information please contact Northwest Alaska Areas, National Park Service, P.O. Box 1029, Kotzebue, AK 99752 or call (907) 442-3760. 
http://www.nps.gov/cakr/index.htm » 
Chugach National Forest 
This national forest ranks second in size only to Tongass National Forest in southeastern Alaska. Chugach totals 5.8 million acres - about the size of New Hampshire. It stretches from the Kenai Peninsula east across Prince William Sound to encompass the Gulf Coast surrounding the Copper River Delta, then east from there as far as Bering Glacier. Special features of Chugach National Forest are Kayak Island, site of the first documented landing of Europeans in Alaska; Columbia Glacier, one of the largest tidewater glaciers in the world; the wetlands of the Copper River Delta, which serve as nesting, staging and feeding habitat for millions of birds each year; and Portage Glacier and the Begich/Boggs Visitor Center, one of the most visited recreational facilities in Alaska. Chugach National Forest is home to a wide variety of birds, mammals and fish including brown and black bear, record-size moose, Dall sheep, mountain goats, deer, caribou, smaller mammals, more than 214 species of birds and saltwater and freshwater fish. Some 200 miles of hiking trails lead to backcountry cabins, ski areas and popular fishing spots. There are 42 Chugach National Forest recreational cabins available to rent and 14 Forest Service campgrounds located along the Southcentral road system. Write U.S. Forest Service, 3301 C Street, Suite 300, Anchorage, AK 99503, (907) 271-2500. 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/chugach/ »
Denali National Park 
The most visited of all the national parks in Alaska, Denali National Park encompasses 6 million acres of sub arctic tundra, forest and mountains (including Mt. McKinley). A 90-mile dead end road runs into the interior of the park and private vehicles are generally prohibited past mile 15. Campground permits and bus shuttles are best reserved in advance, there can be up to a three day wait during the height of the season.

The park continues to be stunning because the only road into the park is closed to private vehicles. The National Park Service provides bus service into the park, from the visitor center every day from May 25 through September 12. To reserve a bus seat and/or campsite call 1 (800) 622-7275. Denali is a prime wildlife viewing area. Denali's web site (http://www.nps.gov/dena/index.htm) offers the information on the park shuttle buses plus details on the parks natural and cultural history.

Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve 
This 8.5 million square mile park is an untouched, austere landscape where the boreal taiga forest of central Alaska meets the treeless tundra that rolls unimpeded into the Arctic Ocean. Elevations range from 300 feet along the Kobuk River, a popular rafting river, to 8,510 feet at Mt. Igikpak. The Dalton Highway skirts the eastern edge of the park, but there is neither road access nor developed facilities in the park itself.

Most visitors to Gates of the Arctic take day trips via small aircraft or charter out of Fairbanks or Bettles; there are several adventure tours that offer summer rafting and hiking trips in the park. Either way you’ll come away with memories of having walked a corner of the globe so untraveled that most of the peaks have never even been named, much less climbed. 
http://www.nps.gov/gaar/index.htm »
Katmai National Park and Preserve 
This 4 million acre area was initially set aside to preserve features associated with the violent volcanic eruption (Novarupta) in 1912. When it was over, more than 40 square miles of green lay beneath volcanic deposits as much as 700 feet deep. The Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes got its name from the thousands of small holes and cracks in the ash deposits that gave off gas and steam from heated ground water.

In 1918, Katmai was declared a national monument in order to protect the wealth of scientific information. Today, the park is also a haven for brown bears who gather along the banks of streams to feed on the salmon. The park lies on the Alaska peninsula, 290 miles southwest of Anchorage. King Salmon is about 6 miles from the park's west boundary. As always, prepare for all types of weather, summer temperatures range from the mid-50's to the mid 60's and rain gear is highly recommended. For more information contact P.O. Box 7, King Salmon, AK 99613 or call (907) 246-3305. 
http://www.nps.gov/katm/index.htm »
Kenai National Wildlife Refuge 
The Kenai National Wildlife Refuge consists of the western slopes of the Kenai Mountains and forested lowlands bordering Cook Inlet. The lowlands are composed of spruce and birch forests intermingled with hundreds of lakes. The Kenai Mountains with their glaciers rise to more than 6,000 feet presenting a barrier on the southeastern boundary of the refuge. The refuge is a miniature Alaska with some of all habitat types of Alaska - tundra, mountains, wetlands and forests. Kenai Refuge was established by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to preserve and maintain the large population of moose on the Kenai Peninsula. In addition, the refuge is host to Dall sheep, mountain goat, caribou, coyote, wolf, brown bear, black bear, lynx, wolverine, beaver, small mammals and birds. Kenai Refuge provides undisturbed spawning for many Cook Inlet salmon. The refuge is accessible from the Sterling Highway. Travelers are treated to a panoramic view along the 110-mile drive from Anchorage to Kenai's mid-eastern boundary. Fishing is excellent. There are over 200 miles of established trails and routes including the Swanson River Canoe Trail. Visitors can fly to remote lakes, take horse pack triips into roadless areas or float a whitewater river. Developed facilities are available year-round for day and overnight camping. Write Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, P.O. Box 2139, Ski Hill Road, Soldotna, AK 99669-2139, (907) 262-7021. 
http://alaska.fws.gov/nwr/kenai/index.html »
Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge 
The Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge covers two-thirds of Kodiak Island and contains mountains, forests, bays, inlets and wetlands. The refuge also includes 50,000 acres on Afognak Island, just north of Kodiak. Spruce forests dominate northern Kodiak Island and the entire Afognak Island portion of the refuge. The refuge’s interior is blanketed by lush, dense vegetation. No place on the 100-by-40-mile island is more than 15 miles for the sea.

The Kodiak refuge is home to more that 2,200 Kodiak bears, the largest and most powerful carnivores in North America. Kodiaks grow to more than 10 feet tall and can weigh more than 1,200 pounds. The 1.8 million-acre refuge is also home to Sitka black-tailed deer, mountain goats, red foxes, otters, short-tailed weasels, beaver and tundra voles, while whales, porpoises, stellar sea lions, seals and waterfowl inhabit the ocean. Bald eagles reside year-round in such numbers that they are easily viewed.

Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge headquarters and visitor center is about four miles from the town of Kodiak. Commercial airlines and the Alaska State Ferry system provide access to the town. Once visitors arrive in Kodiak, access to the refuge itself is available by boat or plane only. For more information contact Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge at (907) 487-2600 
http://www.r7.fws.gov/nwr/kodiak/kodnwr.html »
Alaska State Marine Parks 
There are 14 park units in Prince William Sound and five in Resurrection Bay that offer magical anchorages and campsites in diverse upland, marine and intertidal environments. Both areas are naturally protected from rough seas by barrier islands and they’re surrounded by high mountains and glaciers. Lakes, coves, fjords, rain forests and glaciers make these pristine environments a photographer’s paradise, whether he explores them by boat or by boot.

Nearly all the parks in Prince William Sound can be reached from Whittier. Sawmill Bay, Shoup Bay and Jack Bay SMPs are only an hour’s ride by boat from Valdez. Shoup Bay is especially worth mentioning since it has a tidewater glacier that pours into a hidden bay offering habitat to a large variety of nesting birds, bears and mountain goats. Here, there are three public use cabins and plenty of camping opportunities. Near Cordova are located three diverse marine parks featuring wetlands, tidelands and high energy beaches. Kayak Island SMP marks the approximate landing of the first Europeans to set foot in Alaska in 1741--the Bering Expedition. Few visit this remote piece of island set in precarious waters, but they are well rewarded who do. Near Seward the five marine parks in Resurrection Bay are hot spots for boaters because of protected moorings, good fishing, thick forests and spectacular glacial scenery.

All the marine parks aforementioned can be reached through the following locations and means of transportation:
Whittier: by train and ferry
Valdez: by car, airplane and ferry
Cordova: by airplane and ferry
Seward: by car, train, airplane and ferry

For information on Alaska’s State Marine Parks contact: Division of Parks & Outdoor Recreation, Kenai Area Office, P.O. Box 1247, Soldotna, AK 99669 (907) 262-5581. 
http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/parks/units/pwssmp/smppws.htm »
Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve 
Located in southeast Alaska, this is one of the more popular national parks, and for good reason. The area was covered in ice just 200 years ago. Now dramatic tidewater glaciers, wildlife viewing, rain forests are all available and in abundance. Brown and black bear, whales, seals, salmon, eagles and more than 200 species of birds make Glacier Bay their home. Most of the visitors come via cruise ship through the Inside Passage. There are plenty of trails, kayaking opportunities, and boat services from the visitor center. Back country permits are free and campers should plan to attend a camper orientation given twice daily at the lodge. For more information, write Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve, Gustavus, AK 99826 or call (907) 697-2230. 
http://www.nps.gov/glba/index.htm »
Kenai Fjords National Park 
The park lies south and west of Seward and 130 miles south of Anchorage via the Seward Highway. The park is comprised of coastal mountain fjords, an ice field wilderness, unnamed waterfalls, glaciers, and a wildlife abundant coastline. Mountain goats, moose, bears, wolverines, marmots, and other land mammals live between the marine waters and the ice field's frozen edges. Exit Glacier which is accessible by car, is one of the larger glaciers flowing off the ice field and is a good area to explore. Camping, fishing and kayaking are popular activities and boating charters are available from Seward. For more information, write P.O. Box 1727, Seward, AK 99664 or call (907) 224-3175. 
http://www.nps.gov/kefj/index.htm »
Misty Fiords National Monument 
All the physical grandeur of the Grand Canyon, Yosemite National park and more are found in one place with almost no one there to impact the view. The monument is filled with mile-high mountains rising straight from the sea, with 3,000-foot-high cliffs worn smooth by glaciers, then scalloped by 1,000-foot-tall waterfalls.

Large cruise ships cannot navigate through these narrow and twisting channels, though most of the smaller passenger boats make a point of stopping here. You can access the area by small boat or plane, most commonly from Ketchikan.

Highlights of the area include:

· New Eddystone Rock, a 237-foot-tall lava plug standing like an exclamation point in the middle of Behm Canal 

· Punchbowl Cove in Rudyerd Bay, vertical cliffs rising 900 feet just to clear the surface of the ocean, then soar another 3,150 into the sky.

Tongass National Forest 
This national forest encompasses 16.9 million acres. Created in 1907 by President Theodore Roosevelt to protect the timber resources, wildlife and fisheries of Southeast Alaska, this is the largest national forest in the U.S. The forest lies west of the U.S.-Canada border and stretches from Ketchikan north to Cross Sound and up the eastern side of Lynn Canal. Excluded from the forest are Glacier Bay National Park and the general area around Haines and Skagway. Another section of the forest surrounds Yakutat. There are 19 wilderness areas within Tongass.

Tongass is home to Sitka blacktail deer, brown bear, black bear, glacier bear, mountain goats, moose, and small mammals, more than 50 species of birds, porpoises, seals, humpback, minke, sei and Orca whales. Tongass National Forest has almost 600 miles of hiking trails, dozens of campgrounds and more than 150 public-use cabins. Write Tongass National Forest, Regional Office, P.O. Box 21628, Juneau, AK 99802, (907) 586-8806. 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/tongass/ »
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park 
This 13.2 million acre park qualifies as the largest national park in the United States and includes some of the continents highest peaks. Nine of the summits are over 14,500 feet with Mt. St. Elias coming in at 18,008 feet; the second highest mountain on the continent. When partnered with its Canadian half (the Kluane National Park), the park is the biggest on the continent. Over 100 major glaciers make their home in the park making it the largest non-polar ice field. The Copper River, runs through the park and is known for its salmon spawning.

Access to the interior of the park is via the Chitina-McCarthy road. The road is approximately 60 miles of gravel and works its way through the Chitina River Valley along the Copper River and the Chitina River to the town of McCarthy. Other routes include the northern entrance limited to a 42 mile gravel road reached from the Tok Cut-off road to the town of Slana and on to the abandoned mining company of Nabesha. Air service is available from Chitina, Gulkana, Glennallen, Anchorage and Valdez. There are also vans that provide service. From the south, air service from Yakutat or Cordova is also available. 

Weather in the park is dry and warm in summer and very cold in winter. Write Superintendent Wrangell-St. Elias national Park and Preserve, P.O. Box 439, Copper Center, AK 99573. (907) 822-5234. 
http://www.nps.gov/wrst/index.htm »
	Alaska Facts

	Size: Alaska's 570,373 square miles is one-fifth the size of the continental U.S. and over twice the size of Texas.

Mountains: Of the nation's 20 highest peaks, 17 are in Alaska. That includes the legendary Mt. McKinley, the tallest mountain in North America at 20,320 feet.

Glaciers: Alaska has an estimated 100,000 glaciers, which cover almost five percent of the state. There are more active glaciers in Alaska than in the rest of the inhabited world.

Pipeline: The Trans-Alaska Pipeline transports approximately 1.8 million barrels of oil a day from the North Slope to the port of Valdez in Prince William Sound. Oil moves at a rate of five to seven miles per hour and takes under six days to travel the 800 miles from Prudhoe Bay to tankers in the port of Valdez.

Time Zones: Alaska has its own time zone, which is one hour earlier than Pacific Time. The westernmost Aleutian Islands are on Hawaii-Aleutian Time, two hours earlier than Pacific Time.

Alaska Marine Highway System: Alaskan ferries travel a route covering 3,500 miles and serving 30 Alaskan ports.

Bald Eagles: The largest known concentration of bald eagles, over 3,000, converges near Haines from October through January to feed on late run salmon in the Chilkat River.

Water: Alaska has 3 million lakes, over 3,000 rivers and more coastline (47,300 miles) than the entire continental United States.

Parklands: Alaska has 15 National Parks, Preserves and Monuments, and 3.2 million acres of State Park lands. 


Getting there:

Traveling to the Inside Passage by highway is easy, whether by car or RV. The routes are filled with beautiful mountain vistas, and connect the communities or Southeast Alaska with the Canada - U.S. road system. 

The Yellowhead Highway (Highway #16) provides many options for accessing the Inside Passage not only from Canada, but from the continental United States as well. This highway connects with the Alaska Marine Highway in Prince Rupert and makes a great starting or ending point for your trip. 

The Cassiar Highway (Highway #37) heads north from Yellowhead Highway to connect with the Alaska Highway (#1/#97). The Alaskan community of Hyder can be reached from the Cassiar Highway. Regular ferry service is available from Hyder to Ketchikan, Alaska.

Once you reach the world-famous Alaska Highway, commonly called the Al-Can Highway, two scenic highways make the short connection to your Inside Passage gateway communities of Skagway and Haines. The Klondike Highway (Highway #2) connects the Gold Rush boomtown of Skagway with the Alaska Highway by way of a 99 mile/159 km drive. This road follows the most popular route to the gold fields during the Gold Rush of '98. Motorcoaches connect with the historic White Pass & Yukon Railway for a combination bus and train journey between Whitehorse, Yukon and Skagway. The Haines Highway (Highway #3/#4) also connects to the Alaska Highway, and is named for Haines. 152 miles/ 224 km down the road. Scenic mountain passes create a beautiful drive as you work your way to the town famous for it's Chilkat Blad Eagle preserve. From the northern gateway communities, of Haines and Skagway, the rest of the Inside Passage is yours to explore!

Highways in AK
The main highway system within Alaska includes 200 miles of the Alaska Highway between the Canadian border and Delta Junction; the Parks Highway connecting Anchorage and Fairbanks; the Steese Highway from Fairbanks to Circle; the Elliott Highway from Fox to Manley Hot Springs; the Taylor Highway to Eagle; the Glenn Highway/Tok Cutoff between Tok and Anchorage; the Denali Highway between Paxson and Cantwell; the Richardson Highway from Valdez to Fairbanks; the Edgerton Highway/McCarthy Road to Chitina and the McCarthy/Kennicott area; the Seward Highway from Anchorage to Seward on the Kenai Peninsula; the Sterling Highway connecting the Seward Highway with Homer; and the Dalton Highway to Deadhorse/Prudhoe Bay on the Arctic coast. Not connected to the main highway system is the Copper River Highway from Cordova.

Alaska Highway 

The Alaska Highway begins at Mile 0 in Dawson Creek, BC. The first 613 miles/987 km of the Alaska Highway are in British Columbia, where it is designated BC Highway 97. The highway travels in a northwesterly direction to the Yukon Territory border near Watson Lake, YT (Historical Mile 635). From there it continues as Yukon Highway 1, crossing 577 miles/929 km of Yukon Territory to Port Alcan on the Alaska border. The Alaska Highway crosses into Alaska at Historical Mile 1221.8, where it becomes Alaska Route 2. From this international border, it is 200 miles/322 km to Delta Junction, AK (Historical Mile 1422), the official end of the Alaska Highway, and 298 miles to Fairbanks, the unofficial end of the highway, at Historical Mile 1520. The 98-mile stretch of highway between Delta Junction and Fairbanks is part of the Richardson Highway from Valdez, although it is designated Alaska Route 2 and often treated as a natural extension of the Alaska Highway. (The Richardson Highway, Alaska Route 4, was originally known as the Richardson Trail and predates construction of the Alaska Highway by some 50 years.) 

The scenery along the Alaska Highway is spectacular. Between Fort Nelson, BC, and Watson Lake, YT, the Alaska Highway crosses the Canadian Rockies. Highlights along this stretch of the highway include: Stone Mountain Provincial Park (watch for stone sheep on the road); the beautiful Toad River area; pristine Muncho Lake; and Liard Hotsprings Provincial Park. Near Haines Junction, the Alaska Highway offers beautiful views of the snowcapped peaks of the Kluane Icefield Ranges. At Boutillier Summit (elev. 3,293), northbound travelers get their first glimpse of Kluane Lake, the largest lake in Yukon Territory. After crossing into Alaska at Port Alcan, the highway offers views of first the Wrangell-St. Elias mountains, then the Alaska Range between Tok and Delta. 

Interpretive sites along the Alaska Highway--from scenic viewpoints with information panels to interpretive centers and historic sites--focus on everything from woolly mammoths and gold rush history to highway construction and Native heritage. Some of these stops are: Watson Lake's Northern Lights Centre; George Johnston Museum; Teslin Tlingit Heritage Centre; Yukon Beringia Interpretive Centre; Yukon Transportation Museum; Silver City; and Tetlin National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center. 

Atlin Road 

This 58-mile/93.3-km all-weather road leads south to the pioneer gold mining town of Atlin overlooking beautiful Atlin Lake. To reach Atlin Road, turn south at Jake’s Corner, Milepost DC 836.8 on the Alaska Highway; drive 1.1 miles/1.8 km to the junction of Atlin Road (Highway 7) and Tagish Road (Highway 8); turn left (south) for Atlin. This is a popular side trip from the Alaska Highway. The lake and mountain scenery alone make it worth the trip. 

Route number: 
Highway 7

Connects: 
Tagish Road Junction to Atlin, BC 

Length: 
58 miles 

Road surface: 
60 percent gravel, 40 percent paved 

Road conditions: 
Atlin Road is a good road, usually in excellent condition, with some winding sections. Watch for slippery spots in wet weather.

Season: 
Open all year 

Attractions: 
Atlin Lake; refurbished passenger ferry, the MV Tarahne; The Grotto on Warm Bay Road. 

Campbell Highway 

Named for Robert Campbell, the first white man to penetrate what is now known as Yukon Territory, this all-weather, mostly gravel road leads 362 miles/583 km northwest from the Alaska Highway at Watson Lake, to junction with the Klondike Highway just north of Carmacks. The Campbell Highway is a scenic route through Pelly River country, past the silver-lead-zinc mines at Faro. It is also an alternative route to Dawson City, about 20 miles/32 km shorter than driving the Alaska Highway through to Whitehorse, then driving up the Klondike Highway to Dawson City. 

The Robert Campbell Highway was completed in 1968 and closely follows sections of the fur trade route established by Robert Campbell. Campbell was a Hudson’s Bay Co. trader who was sent into the region in the 1840s to find a route west into the unexplored regions of central Yukon. Traveling from the southeast, he followed the Liard and Frances rivers, building a chain of posts along the way. His major discovery came in 1843, when he reached the Yukon River, which was to become the major transportation route within the Yukon. 

Route number: 
Yukon Highway 4 

Connects: 
Watson Lake, YT, to Klondike Highway near Carmacks 

Length: 
362 miles 

Road surface: 
85 percent gravel, 15 percent paved 

Road conditions: 
Fair to good 

Season: 
Open all year 

Attractions: 
Canoeing, wildlife watching, hiking, fishing and other wilderness activities. The Campbell Region Interpretive Tourist Information Centre is located in Faro, which also has a 9-hole golf course.

Canol Road 

The 513-mile-/825-km-long Canol Road (Yukon Highway 6) was built to provide access to oil fields at Norman Wells, NWT, on the Mackenzie River. Conceived by the U.S. War Dept. during WWII, the Canol (Canadian Oil) Road and a 4-inch-diameter pipeline were constructed from Norman Wells, NWT, through Macmillan Pass, past Ross River, to Johnson’s Crossing on the Alaska Highway. From there the pipeline carried oil to a refinery at Whitehorse. Only about 1 million barrels of oil were pumped to Whitehorse before the war ended in 1945 and the Canol Project was abandoned. The Canol Road was declared a National Historic Site in 1990. 

The Canol Road between Johnson’s Crossing on the Alaska Highway and Ross River on the Campbell Highway (South Canol Road) and between Ross River and the YT–NWT border ( North Canol Road) is open to summer traffic. It is maintained to minimum standards. Services are available only at Johnson’s Crossing and Ross River. 

Route number: 
Yukon Highway 6 

Connects: 
Alaska Highway at Johnson's Crossing to YT-NWT Border 

Length: 
286 miles 

Road surface: 
Gravel 

Road conditions: 
Maintained to minimum standards. Narrow, winding road; 1-lane bridges; road surface slippery when wet; steep hills; blind corners. Not recommended for large RVs or trailers. Not recommended for any size vehicle in wet weather. Drive with headlights on at all times.

Season: 
Closed in winter 

Highest summit: 
Macmillan Pass, 4,480 feet 

Attractions: 
Fishing; camping; hiking the Canol Heritage Trail. 
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Cassiar Highway 
The Cassiar Highway junctions with Yellowhead Highway 16 in British Columbia and travels north 446 miles/718 km to junction with the Alaska Highway west of Watson Lake, YT. The Cassiar also provides access to Hyder, AK, and Stewart, BC, via a 38-mile/61-km side road from Meziadin Junction at Milepost J 96.2, and to Telegraph Creek via a 70-mile/113-km side road from Dease Lake junction at Milepost J 300.9 

Alaska-bound motorists will save 132 miles/213 km by taking the Yellowhead–Cassiar route (744 miles/1,197 km long) instead of the all-Alaska Highway route (876 miles/1,410 km long.) The Cassiar Highway, which was completed in 1972, is a somewhat rougher road than the Alaska Highway, and has fewer (but sufficient) fuel and service stops along the way. 

Route number: 
BC Highway 37 

Connects: 
Yellowhead Highway 16 and the Alaska Highway 

Length: 
446 miles 

Road surface: 
80 percent paved , 20 percent gravel 

Road conditions: 
Fair to good. Although much of the highway is asphalt-surfaced, keep in mind that seal coat is subject to deterioration from weather and traffic. Also, a few bridges are still single lane. Watch for potholes at bridge ends and slippery bridge decks. There are several 8 percent grades. Drive with headlights on at all times. On gravel stretches of highway watch for washboard and potholes. Gravel road may be dusty in dry weather and muddy in wet weather. Watch for logging and freight trucks on the highway. Exercise extreme caution when passing or being passed by these trucks; reduce speed and allow trucks adequate clearance.

Season: 
Open all year 

Highest summit: 
Gnat Pass 4,072 feet 

Attractions: 
The Cassiar offers outstanding scenery and good wildlife viewing (bears, caribou, Dall sheep). The Stewart/Hyder area has much to offer visitors, including Bear Glacier, Salmon Glacier, Fish Creek Wildlife Viewing Area and a toaster museum. Telegraph Creek Road is very scenic side trip, with spectacular views of the Grand Canyon of the Stikine River. 
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Copper River Highway 
The Copper River Highway leads 48.8 miles northeast from Cordova across the Million Dollar Bridge at the Copper River. Construction of the Copper River Highway began in 1945. Built along the abandoned railbed of the Copper River & Northwestern Railway, the highway was to extend to Chitina (on the Edgerton Highway), thereby linking Cordova to the Richardson Highway. 

Construction was halted by the 1964 Good Friday earthquake, which severely damaged the highway’s roadbed and bridges. The quake also knocked the north span of the Million Dollar Bridge into the Copper River and distorted the remaining spans. The 48 miles of existing highway have been repaired and upgraded since the earthquake, with temporary repairs to the Million Dollar Bridge. Road work between the Million Dollar Bridge and the Allen River is planned as part of the development of the proposed Copper River hiking and biking trail connecting Cordova, Chitina and Valdez. 

Route number: 
Alaska Route 10 

Connects: 
Cordova to Million Dollar Bridge 

Length: 
48 miles 

Road surface: 
25 percent paved, 75 percent gravel 

Road conditions: 
Fair to good. 

Season: 
Not maintained in winter beyond Milepost C 12.4. Snow may prevent access to many points along the highway well into spring.

Attractions: 
Hartney Bay and Alagnaik Slough (birdwatching); Chugach National Forest hiking trails; Childs Glacier viewpoint.

Dalton Highway 
The 414-mile Dalton Highway (often still referred to as the “Haul Road”) begins at Milepost F 73.1 on the Elliott Highway, 84 miles from Fairbanks, and ends—for the general public—at Deadhorse, a few miles from Prudhoe Bay and the Arctic Ocean. (Access to the Arctic Ocean is available only through commercial tour operators; private vehicles are not permitted on the oil field.) The Dalton Highway is unique in its scenic beauty, wildlife and recreational opportunities, but it is also one of Alaska’s most remote and challenging roads. It is approximately 1,000 miles of driving round trip between Fairbanks and Deadhorse, much of it on gravel. For those who don’t want to drive themselves, commercial tours are available. 

The highway is named for James William Dalton, an arctic engineer involved in early oil exploration efforts on the North Slope. It was built as a haul road between the Yukon River and Prudhoe Bay during construction of the trans-Alaska pipeline, and was originally called the North Slope Haul Road. Construction of the road began April 29, 1974, and was completed 5 months later. The road is 28 feet wide with 3 to 6 feet of gravel surfacing. Some sections of road are underlain with plastic foam insulation to prevent thawing of the permafrost. 

Services along the Dalton Highway are limited. There are no convenience stores or grocery stores along the Dalton Highway (although grocery items are available at a couple of stops along the Elliott Highway). Gas, food, phone and lodging are located at the Yukon River Crossing at Milepost J 56, the Hot Spot Cafe at J 60.3, at Coldfoot Camp at J 175, and at Deadhorse. There is also lodging in Wiseman. 

The Bureau of Land Management manages 2.1 million acres of public land along the Dalton Highway. The BLM has a developed campground at Marion Creek (Milepost J 179.7) and primitive campsites at Mile 60 Dump Station, (Milepost J 60.4), Arctic Circle Wayside (J 115.3) and Galbraith Camp (J 274.7). For more information on existing and planned BLM facilities along the Dalton Highway, contact http://aurora.ak.blm.gov/dalton. 

NOTE: A Security Check Point is now located at Milepost 41 (the Yukon River Bridge). Picture identification is needed for each person in your vehicle in order to proceed. Also, you may be asked what the purpose of your trip is and how long you intend to stay. 

Route number: 
Alaska Route 11 

Connects: 
Elliott Highway junction to Deadhorse/Prudhoe Bay, AK 

Length: 
414 miles 

Road surface: 
75 percent gravel, 25 percent paved 

Road conditions: 
Road conditions vary depending on weather, maintenance and time of year. On recently rehabilitated sections, you may find good paved road. On some sections of gravel road, the washboard can be severe. There are several steep (10 to 12 percent) grades. Watch for road construction. Stop only at turnouts. Carry spare tires; flat tires are a common occurrence on this road. Keep in mind that towing fees by private wrecker service can be costly. Watch for ruts, rocks, dust in dry weather, potholes in wet weather and trucks and road maintenance equipment at all times. The volume of truck traffic hauling materials between Fairbanks and Prudhoe Bay varies, but always give trucks the right-of-way. Slow down, and pull over to the side of the road when meeting oncoming trucks. Soft shoulders and abrupt drop-offs from gravel roadway to tundra; pull over with care.

Season: 
Open All year 

Steepest grade: 
12 percent 

Highest summit: 
Atigun Pass 4,800 feet 

Attractions: 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline, Yukon River Crossing at Milepost J 56; tors at Finger Mountain Wayside, Milepost J 98.1; Arctic Circle Wayside at Milepost J 115.3; Coldfoot Camp; Wiseman Museum; Atigun Pass in the Brooks Range; Arctic Ocean tour at Deadhorse.
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Dempster Highway 
The Dempster Highway (Yukon Highway 5, NWT Highway 8) begins about 25 miles/40 km east of Dawson City, YT, at its junction with the Klondike Highway and leads 456 miles/734 km northeast to Inuvik, NWT. Construction of the Dempster Highway began in 1959, under the Road to Resources program. It was completed in 1978. A 5-year major reconstruction program on the highway was completed in 1988. 

Facilities are still few and far between on the Dempster. Full auto services are available at Klondike River Lodge at the Dempster Highway turnoff on Klondike Highway. Gas, propane, food and lodging, and car repair are also available at Eagle Plains Hotel, located at about the halfway point on the Dempster. Gas, food and lodging are also available in Fort McPherson. Gas up whenever possible. The Dempster is open year-round, but summer travel gives visitors long hours of daylight for recreation. The highway is fairly well-traveled in summer: A driver may not see another car for an hour, and then pass 4 cars in a row. Locals say the highway is smoother and easier to drive in winter, but precautions should be taken against cold weather, high winds and poor visibility; check road conditions before proceeding in winter. Watch for herds of caribou mid-September to late October and in March and April. 

There are 2 ferry crossings on the Dempster, at Milepost J 334.9 (Peel River crossing) and J 377.9 (Mackenzie River and Arctic Red River crossings). Free government ferry service is available 15 hours a day during summer (June to mid-October). Cross by ice bridge in winter. 

Route numbers: 
Yukon Highway 5, NWT Highway 8 

Connects: 
Klondike Highway to Inuvik, NWT 

Length: 
456 miles 

Road surface: 
Gravel 

Road conditions: 
The Dempster is a mostly gravel road. The first 5miles/8 km are seal-coated, and the last 6 miles/10 km are paved. There are stretches of clay surface that can be slippery in wet weather. Summer driving conditions on the Dempster vary depending on weather and maintenance. Generally, road conditions range from fair to excellent, with highway speeds attainable on some sections. But freezing winter weather and heavy truck traffic can erode both road base and surfacing, resulting in areas of rough road. It is strongly recommended motorists carry at least 2 spare tires while traveling the Dempster. 

Season: 
Open all year 

Highest summit: 
North Fork Pass 4,265 feet 

Attractions: 
The Dempster offers hiking, camping, fishing and spectacular photo opportunities. It also has a reputation as a birder’s paradise. Popular attractions are the Arctic Circle crossing sign at Milepost J 252; the Lost Patrol Gravesite in Fort McPherson and the Igloo Church in Inuvik.
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Denali Highway 
The 134-mile-long Denali Highway links Paxson at Milepost V 185.5 on the Richardson Highway to Cantwell at Milepost A 210 on the Parks Highway. Winter snow closes the highway to through traffic from about October to mid-May. 

The first 21 miles of the Denali Highway from Paxson and the first 3 miles from Cantwell are paved. The remaining 110 miles are gravel. (Continued paving of the Denali Highway has been proposed.) The condition of the gravel portion of the Denali Highway varies, depending on highway maintenance, weather and the opinion of the driver. 

The highway becomes narrower and more winding west of Maclaren Summit (elev. 4,086 feet). This is the second highest highway pass in the state, and represents the only significant grade on the highway. 

When the Denali Highway opened in 1957, it was the only road link to Denali National Park and Preserve (then Mount McKinley National Park) until the completion of the Parks Highway in 1972. (Prior to 1957, the national park had been accessible only by railroad.) 

Route number: 
Alaska Route 8 

Connects: 
Paxson to Cantwell, AK 

Length: 
134 miles 

Road surface: 
85 percent gravel, 15 percent paved 

Road conditions: 
The Denali Highway was not maintained by the Dept. of Transportation in summer 2002, resulting in some rough road (potholes, washboard and washouts), particularly on the west end of the highway for about the first 20 or 30 miles out of Cantwell. Road surfacing on this highway normally ranges from good gravel to rough and rocky. Washboard can develop quickly. This can be a dusty drive for motorists—and a very dusty ride for bicyclists—in dry weather.

Season: 
Closed in winter 

Highest summit: 
Maclaren Summit 4,086 feet 

Attractions: 
The Denali Highway has great scenery, ORV and mountain biking trails, fishing, hunting, good bird watching and interesting geography. It also provides access to the Delta River canoe trail at Tangle Lakes.
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East Access Route 
The East Access Route is one of the 2 major access routes (the other is the West Access Route) to the Alaska Highway. The MILEPOST® log divide this route into 3 sections: Great Falls to Sweetgrass, MT, at the Canadian border; Coutts, AB, at the Canadian border to Edmonton; and Edmonton to Dawson Creek, BC. Total driving distance from Great Falls, MT, to Dawson Creek, BC, via Valleyview is 867 miles/1,394 km. 

This was the only access route to Dawson Creek, BC, the start of the Alaska Highway, when the Alaska Highway opened to civilian traffic in 1948, although it differed from today’s route. Instead of driving from Edmonton to Dawson Creek via Whitecourt and Valleyview via today’s Highway 43 (completed in 1955), motorists had to drive north from Edmonton via Highway 2, then west to High Prairie, then south to Grande Prairie, AB, a route traced in the “Historic Athabasca Route” log. 

Routes numbers: 
Interstate-15, Alberta highways 2, 3, 4, 43 

Connects: 
Great Falls, MT, to Dawson Creek, BC 

Length: 
867 miles 

Road surface: 
Paved 

Season: 
Open all year 

Attractions: 
The Royal Tyrrell Museum in Drumheller; Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump; Reynolds-Alberta Museum; Fort Macleod; Leduc No. 1 Well Historic Site; Devonian Botanic Garden; Fort Edmonton Park; West Edmonton Mall; Historic Athabasca Route. 
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Edgerton Highway/McCarthy Road 
The Edgerton Highway is a scenic paved road leading 33.5 miles east from its junction with the Richardson Highway to Chitina and the start of the McCarthy Road. The gravel McCarthy Road leads 59.5 miles east from Chitina and dead ends at the Kennicott River, about 1 mile west of the settlement of McCarthy. Total driving distance from the Richardson Highway turnoff to the end of the McCarthy Road is 93 miles. 

There is no vehicle access across the Kennicott River from the McCarthy Road. The river is crossed by 2 pedestrian bridges. It is a 15-minute walk to McCarthy, where visitors can catch a shuttle to Kennicott. 

The Edgerton Highway, known locally as the Edgerton Cutoff, is named for U.S. Army Maj. Glenn Edgerton of the Alaska Territorial Road Commission. 

The McCarthy Road follows the right-of-way of the old Copper River & Northwestern Railway. Begun in 1907, the CR&NW (also referred to as the “can’t run and never will”) was built to carry copper ore from the Kennecott Mines to Cordova. It took 4 years to complete the railway. The railway and mine ceased operation in 1938. 

The McCarthy Road is recommended for the adventurous traveler and only in the summer. 

Route number: 
Alaska Route 10 

Connects: 
Richardson Highway to McCarthy, AK 

Length: 
93 miles 

Road surface: 
40 percent paved, 60 percent gravel 

Road conditions: 
Good to excellent on Edgerton Highway section. Poor to fair on the McCarthy Road depending on weather and maintenance. Maximum speed is about 25 mph on the McCarthy Road. Motorists with large vehicles or trailers should exercise caution on the McCarthy Road, especially in wet weather. Watch for old railroad spikes in the roadbed. Also watch for potholes, soft spots and severe washboard. 

Season: 
Edgerton Highway open all year; McCarthy Road is not maintained in winter 

Attractions: 
Copper River dipnet fishery at Chitina; Wilderness activities and natural history programs in Wrangell-St. Elias National Park & Preserve; tours of Kennicott Mill; day-hike to Root Glacier. 

Elliott Highway 

The Elliott Highway leads 152 miles from its junction with the Steese Highway at Fox (11 miles north of Fairbanks) to Manley Hot Springs, a small settlement with a natural hot springs near the Tanana River. The Elliott Highway provides access to the Dalton Highway to Prudhoe Bay. The highway was named for Malcolm Elliott, president of the Alaska Road Commission from 1927 to 1932. 

This is a great drive to a pocket of pioneer Alaska. The road travels the ridges and hills, providing a “top of the world” view of hundreds of square miles in all directions. 

The first 73.1 miles of the Elliott Highway are paved to the Dalton Highway junction; the remaining 78.9 miles to Manley are mostly gravel, with a couple of sections of improved and/or chip-sealed road. From Fox to the Dalton Highway junction, the Elliott Highway is a series of long upgrades and down grades, as the road winds through the White Mountains. From the Dalton Highway junction to Manley, the road is narrow and winding, with some steep grades and blind hills and curves. 

Gas is available on the Elliott Highway at Milepost F 5.5 (Hilltop, 24-hour), F 66 (North Country Mercantile) and at Manley. If you are headed up the Dalton Highway, the first gas stop on that highway is at the Yukon River crossing, Milepost J 56 (56 miles north of junction with the Elliott). 

Watch for large trucks on the Elliott Highway between Fairbanks and the Dalton Highway junction. 

Route number: 
Alaska Route 2

Connects: 
Fox to Manley Hot Springs, AK 

Length: 
152 miles 

Road surface: 
50 percent paved, 50 percent gravel 

Road conditions: 
Depends on weather and maintenance. The gravel portion of the highway is slippery when wet and subject to potholes and ruts. 

Season: 
Open all year 

Attractions: 
Minto Lakes, a popular duck hunting area; historic Manley Roadhouse and nearby hot springs; access to winter-use trailheads in the White Mountains National Recreation Area; Grapefruit Rocks climbing area. 
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Glenn Highway/Tok Cutoff 
The Glenn Highway/Tok Cutoff (Alaska Route 1) is the principal access route from the Alaska Highway west to Anchorage, a distance of 328 miles. This paved all-weather route includes the 125-mile Tok Cutoff, between Tok and the Richardson Highway junction; a 14-mile link via the Richardson Highway; and the 189-mile Glenn Highway, between the Richardson Highway and Anchorage. In 2002, the 130-mile stretch of the Glenn Highway between Anchorage and Eureka Summit was declared a National Scenic Byway. 

It is a full day’s drive between Tok and Anchorage, although there are enough attractions along the way to recommend making this a 2- or 3-day drive. There is some spectacular scenery along the Glenn Highway with mountain peaks to the north and south. Several popular side roads branch off this highway, including: Nabesna Road, which also provides access to Wrangell–St. Elias National Park and Preserve; Lake Louise Road to Lake Louise Recreation Area; the Hatcher Pass Road, connecting the Glenn and Parks highways to Independence Mine State Historical Park; and the Old Glenn Highway, an alternate route between Palmer and Anchorage that provides access to the Knik River and the Bodenburg Butte area, with its original Matanuska Colony Farms.
Route numbers: 
Alaska Routes 1 and 4 

Connects: 
Tok to Anchorage, AK 

Length: 
328 miles 

Road surface: 
Paved 

Road conditions: 
Fair to good. The highway between Tok and Glennallen has a few very narrow sections with no shoulders. Watch for frost heaves, dips and bumps. Winding road without shoulders between Matanuska Glacier and Palmer; also watch for road construction on this stretch.

Season: 
Open all year 

Highest summit: 
Eureka Summit 3,322 feet 

Attractions: 
Gulkana River fishing; Lake Louise; Sheep Mountain; Independence Mine/Hatcher Pass Road; Matanuska Glacier (views, glacier trekking); rafting the Matanuska River; Musk Ox Farm; Palmer State Fair; Eagle River Nature Center. 
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Haines Highway 

The paved 152 mile/244 km Haines Highway connects Haines, AK (on the state ferry route), at the head of Lynn Canal with the Alaska Highway at Haines Junction, YT. Allow about 4 hours driving time. The road is usually snow-free by May. 

Noted for the grandeur and variety of its alpine scenery, the Haines Highway leads from coastal forests near Haines through the Chilkat Eagle Preserve up over the backbone of the St. Elias Mountains, skirting Tatshenshini–Alsek Wilderness Provincial Park, and running along the eastern border of Kluane National Park Reserve. 

Part of what is now the Haines Highway was originally a “grease trail” used by the coastal Chilkat Indians trading eulachon oil for furs from the Interior. In the late 1880s, Jack Dalton developed a packhorse trail to the Klondike goldfields along the old trading route. The present road was built in 1943 as a military access highway during WWII to provide an alternative route from the Pacific tidewater into Yukon Territory. 

Route numbers: 
Alaska Route 7, BC Highway 4, Yukon Highway 3 

Connects: 
Haines, AK, to Haines Junction, YT

Length: 
152 miles 

Road surface: 
Paved 

Road conditions: 
Good 

Season: 
Open all year 

Highest summit: 
Chilkat Pass 3,493 feet 

Attractions: 
Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve 
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Hudson's Hope Loop 
A scenic side trip for Alaska Highway travelers, BC Highway 29 forms a loop between the John Hart Highway (Highway 97) at Chetwynd and the Alaska Highway (also Highway 97) near Fort St. John. This 2-lane scenic drive provides year-round access to the town of Hudson's Hope, W.A.C. Bennett Dam, Peace Canyon Dam and Moberly Lake. 

Route number: 
BC Highway 29 

Connects: 
Chetwynd, BC, to Alaska Highway 

Length: 
87 miles 

Road surface: 
Paved 

Road conditions: 
Good 

Season: 
Open all year 

Steepest grade: 
10 percent 

Attractions: 
W.A.C. Bennett Dam,13.5 miles/21.7 km west of Hudson's Hope; B.C. Hydro’s Peace Canyon dam, 4 miles/6.4 km south of Hudson’s Hope on Highway 29; and Moberly Lake Provincial Park, 12 miles north of Chetwynd.
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Klondike Loop 
The “Klondike Loop” refers to the 323-mile/520-km-long stretch of Yukon Highway 2 (the North Klondike Highway, also sometimes called the “Mayo Road”), from its junction with the Alaska Highway north of Whitehorse to Dawson City; the 79-mile/ 

127-km Top of the World Highway (Yukon Highway 9); and the 96 miles/154 kms of the Taylor Highway (Alaska Route 5) that connect with the Alaska Highway near Tok. 

Alaska-bound motorists turn off the Alaska Highway north of Whitehorse (Milepost DC 894.8); follow the Klondike Highway to Dawson City; ferry from there across the Yukon River; drive west via the Top of the World Highway into Alaska; then take the Taylor Highway south back to the Alaska Highway near Tok (Milepost DC 1301.7). Total driving distance is 498 miles/801 km. (Driving distance from Whitehorse to Tok via the Alaska Highway is approximately 396 miles/637 km.) 

All of the Klondike Highway between the Alaska Highway junction and Dawson City is asphalt-surfaced. The Top of the World Highway—a truly scenic route—is seal-coated on the Canadian portion with some hills. It is gravel on the U.S. side with some steep grades and winding sections that can be slippery in wet weather. The Taylor Highway is narrow gravel road with some steep, winding sections and washboard south to Chicken. From Chicken south to the Alaska Highway the highway is chip seal and pavement. 

Both the Taylor and Top of the World highways are not maintained from mid-October to April and the arrival of snow effectively closes the roads for winter. Yukon Highway 2 is open year-round. 

Travelers should be aware that the Top of the World Highway (reached by ferry from Dawson City) may not open until late spring. 

Route Numbers: 
Yukon Highways 2 and 9, Alaska Route 5 

Connects: 
Alaska Highway junction in YT with Alaska Highway in Alaska 

Length: 
498 miles 

Road surface: 
Pavement, seal coat and gravel 

Road conditions: 
Good on Yukon Highway 2; fair on Yukon Highway 9; poor to good on Alaska Route 5. Routes 9 and 5 and be slippery when wet and have narow, winding sections. 

Season: 
Yukon Highway 2 open all year, Yukon Highway 9 and Alaska Route 5 closed in winter 

Attractions: 
Yukon Game Farm Wildlife Preserve; Takhini Hot Springs; Lake Laberge; Yukon River; Fort Selkirk; Dawson City, YT, and the Klondike gold fields 
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Liard Highway 
The Liard Highway begins about 17 miles/27 km north of Fort Nelson on the Alaska Highway and leads northeast through British Columbia and Northwest Territories for 243 miles/391 km to junction with the Mackenzie Highway (NWT Highway 1). 

The Liard Highway, also called the Liard Trail or “Moose Highway” (after the road sign logo), is named for the Liard River Valley through which it runs for most of its length. The Liard is a relatively straight 2-lane road through white and black spruce, trembling aspen and balsam poplar forest. 

Food, lodging, gas and diesel are available at Fort Liard. Gas, food and lodging are also available at the Mackenzie Highway junction. It is a good idea to fill up your gas tank in Fort Nelson. 

Although the Northwest Territories portion of the Liard Highway parallels the Liard River, there is limited access to the river. The Liard Highway does offer good views of the Liard River Valley and the Mackenzie Mountain Range. Fishing the highway streams is only fair, but watch for wildlife such as moose, black bear, wood bison and grouse. 

Route numbers: 
BC Provincial Highway 77, NWT Highway 7 

Connects: 
Alaska Highway to Mackenzie Highway 

Length: 
244 miles 

Road surface: 
Chip seal and gravel 

Season: 
Open all year 

Steepest grade: 
10 percent 

Attractions: 
Fort Liard Native Crafts, Blackstone Territorial Park.
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Mackenzie Route 
Named for explorer Alexander Mackenzie, who in 1779 navigated Great Slave Lake and sailed to the mouth of the Mackenzie River seeking a trade route for the Hudson’s Bay Co., the Mackenzie Route is an adventure for modern explorers. It is not a trip for the impulsive. While there are accommodations, gas stations and other services in cities and settlements along the highways, long distances require that motorists plan in advance. 

The Mackenzie Route covers the following highways: Alberta Highway 35 and NWT Highway 1 to Fort Simpson (Mackenzie Highway) and the extension to Wrigley; Highway 2 to Hay River; Highway 3 to Yellowknife; Highway 4 (Ingraham Trail); Highway 5 to Fort Smith; and Highway 6 to Fort Resolution. Allow at least 2 weeks to travel the entire route. For visitor information on travel in the Northwest Territories, visit www.nwttravel.nt.ca. 

In summer, the Northwest Territories government provides free ferry service for cars and passengers across the Mackenzie River to Fort Providence, across the Liard River to Fort Simpson and across the Mackenzie River to Wrigley. In winter, traffic crosses on the ice. The Mackenzie Highway begins at Grimshaw, AB. There are several routes to Grimshaw to choose from. The Valleyview–Peace River route to the Mackenzie Highway via Highways 49 and 2 is a popular choice, with a driving distance of 101 miles/162 kms. 

Route numbers: 
Alberta Highway 35, NWT Highways 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

Connects: 
Grimshaw, AB, to Western NWT 

Length: 
1,225 miles 

Road surface:
60 percent paved, 40 percent gravel 

Season: 
Open all year 

Attractions: 
Nahanni National Park (Ram Plateau, Virgina Falls); Wood Buffalo National Park; Louise Falls; Lady Evelyn Falls; Great Slave Lake; Yellowknife. 
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Parks Highway 
The Parks Highway was called the Anchorage?Fairbanks Highway after its completion in 1971, and renamed the George Parks Highway in July 1975 in honor of George A. Parks (1883?1984), the territorial governor from 1925 to 1933. Abbreviated to the "Parks" Highway over the years, it is designated Alaska Route 3. The entire route runs 362 miles through some of the grandest scenery that Alaska has to offer. 

The Parks Highway junctions with the Denali Highway (Alaska Route 8) at Cantwell at Milepost A 210. The entrance to Denali National Park is located at Milepost A 237.4 on the Parks Highway, approximately 27 miles north of Cantwell and 125 miles south of Fairbanks. 

The Parks Highway is a good 2-lane paved road with passing lanes provided on improved sections. Pass with care on this highway: moderate S-curves and heavy foliage reduce sight distance. Be alert for road construction, moose and local cross traffic. Motorists who plan to drive the highway during the winter should check highway conditions before proceeding. 

The Parks Highway provides the most direct highway access to Denali National Park and Preserve (formerly Mount McKinley National Park) from either Anchorage or Fairbanks. Mount McKinley—also called Denali—(elev. 20,320 feet) is visible from the highway, weather permitting. There are several formal viewpoints along the Parks Highway with McKinley/Denali views. 

Route numbers: 
Alaska Routes 1 and 3 

Connects: 
Anchorage to Fairbanks, AK 

Length: 
362 miles 

Road surface: 
Paved 

Road conditions: 
Good 2-lane paved road, with passing lanes on improved sections. Sections of moderate S-curves. Long, winding grades near Fairbanks. 

Season: 
Open all year 

Highest summit: 
Broad Pass 2,300 feet 

Attractions: 
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race Headquarters; Little Susitna River; Talkeetna; Alaska Veterans Memorial; Byers Lake; Denali National Park; Ester Gold camp. 
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Richardson Highway 
The Richardson Highway was Alaska’s first road, known to gold seekers in 1898 as the Valdez to Eagle trail. Today's Richardson Highway extends 366 miles from Valdez on Prince William Sound to Fairbanks in the Interior of Alaska. It is a popular corridor for southbound travelers from Anchorage and Fairbanks, headed either for the Copper River dip-net fishery near Chitina, or for the fishing at Valdez. The Richardson is a scenic route, offering magnificent views of the Chugach Mountains and Alaska Range. 

The Richardson Highway also offers good views of the trans-Alaska pipeline. The trans-Alaska pipeline carries oil 800 miles from Prudhoe Bay on the Arctic Ocean to the pipeline terminus at Port Valdez. There are formal viewing points with interpretive signs at Milepost V 64.7 (Pump Station 12), Milepost V 216 (Denali Fault), Milepost V 243.5, and the Tanana River Pipeline Crossing at Milepost V 275.4. 
Route number: 
Alaska Routes 4 & 2 

Connects: 
Valdez to Fairbanks, AK 

Length: 
366 miles 

Road surface: 
Paved 

Road conditions: 
Good 

Season: 
Open all year 

Highest summit: 
Isabel Pass 3,280 feet 

Attractions: 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline; Worthington Glacier; Gulkana River; Paxson Lake; Rika's Roadhouse; Harding Lake; Chena Lake Recreation Area. 
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Seward Highway 
The 127-mile-long Seward Highway connects Anchorage with the community of Seward on the east coast of the Kenai Peninsula. (Driving time is about 3 hours.) The Seward Highway has been called one of the most scenic highways in the country. It was designated a National Forest Scenic Byway in 1998, and an All-American Road in 2000, one of 15 roads recognized for outstanding scenic, natural, historic, cultural, archaeological and recreational qualities. 

Leaving Anchorage, the Seward Highway follows the north shore of Turnagain Arm through Chugach State Park and Chugach National Forest, permitting a panoramic view of the south shore and the Kenai Mountains on the Kenai Peninsula. The Seward Highway provides access to Girdwood and Alyeska ski resort via the Alyeska Highway; to Hope via the Hope Highway; to Whittier and to Portage Glacier via the Whittier/Portage Road; and to Seward, gateway to Kenai Fjords National Park. The Seward Highway junctions with the Sterling Highway 90 miles south of Anchorage. The Sterling Highway leads to Soldotna, Kenai and Homer. 

The first 9 miles of the New Seward Highway are a major Anchorage thoroughfare (4-lane divided freeway), connecting South Anchorage with downtown. South of Anchorage, the Seward Highway is a paved, 2-lane highway with passing lanes. There are no gas stations on the Seward Highway between Milepost S 90 (Girdwood turnoff) and Milepost S 6.6, just outside Seward. 

The highway is open all year. Some sections of the highway are subject to avalanches in winter. Check locally for winter road conditions and avalanche road closures. 

Bike trails along the Seward Highway include a 3-mile trail between Indian and Bird; a 6-mile trail between Girdwood and Bird Point; and an 8-mile bike trail (the Sixmile Trail) between the Hope Highway junction and the Johnson Pass Trailhead. 

Route numbers: 
Alaska Routes 1 and 9 

Connects: 
Anchorage to Seward, AK 

Length: 
127 miles 

Road surface: 
Paved 

Season: 
Open all year 

Highest summit: 
Turnagain Pass 988 feet 

Attractions: 
Chugach National Forest hiking trails; Turnagain Arm viewpoints; Indian Valley ine National Historic Site; Mount Alyeska; Crow Creek Mine National Historic Site; Portage Glacier; Turnagain Pass Recreation Area; Exit Glacier; Seward; Kenai Fjords National Park . 
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Silver Trail 
The Silver Trail leads northeast from Milepost J 211.8 Klondike Highway to Mayo, Elsa and Keno City. It is approximately 140 miles/225 km round-trip to Keno City and an easy day trip for motorists. The road is asphalt-surfaced to Mayo, and well-maintained gravel from Mayo to Keno City. Gas is available only at Stewart Crossing and Mayo. 

The Silver Trail to Mayo follows the Stewart River through what has been one of the richest silver mining regions in Canada. The Silver Trail region encompasses the traditional lands of the Na Cho N’y’ak Dun First Nations. 

Route number: 
Yukon Highway 11 

Connects: 
Klondike highway to Keno City, YT 

Length: 
69 miles 

Road surface: 
50 percent paved, 50 percent gravel 

Season: 
Open all year 

Major attraction: 
Binet House; Keno City Mining Museum. 
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South Klondike Highway 

The 98.9 mile/159 km South Klondike Highway (also known as the Skagway–Carcross Road) connects Skagway, AK, with the Alaska Highway at Milepost 874.4, south of Whitehorse. The highway between Skagway and Carcross (referred to locally as the Skagway Road) was built in 1978. The highway connecting Carcross with the Alaska Highway (referred to locally as the Carcross Road) was built by the U.S. Army in late 1942 to lay the gasoline pipeline from Skagway to Whitehorse. 

The South Klondike Highway is a 2-lane highway offering some spectacular scenery. There is a steep (12 percent) 11.5-mile/18.5-km grade between Skagway and White Pass. 

The South Klondike Highway is 1 of 2 highways connecting ferry travelers with the Alaska Highway (the other is the Haines Highway out of Haines). South Klondike Highway, like the Haines Highway, crosses from Alaska into British Columbia, then into Yukon Territory. 

Connects: 
Skagway, AK, to Alaska Highway in Yukon 

Length: 
99 miles 

Road surface: 
Paved 

Road conditions: 
Good 

Season: 
Open all year 

Steepest grade: 
12 percent 

Highest summit: 
White Pass 3,292 feet 

Attractions: 
Tutshi Lake; Carcross; Rainbow Lake.
Steese Highway 
The Steese Highway connects Fairbanks with Chena Hot Springs (61 miles) via Chena Hot Springs Road; the town of Central (128 miles); Circle Hot Springs (136 miles) via Circle Hot Springs Road; and with Circle, a small settlement 162 miles to the northeast on the Yukon River and 50 miles south of the Arctic Circle. The scenery alone makes this a worthwhile drive. It is especially colorful in late August and early September when the trees turn. 

The Steese Highway begins in Fairbanks as a 4-lane expressway, then narrows to 2 lanes of pavement. At Milepost F 44, it becomes a wide gravel road into Central at Milepost 127.5, where there is a short stretch of paved road. From Central to Circle, the highway is a narrow, winding gravel road. The highway has 3 summits: Cleary Summit (2,233 feet), Twelvemile Summit (3,190 feet), and Eagle Summit (3,685 feet). Eagle Summit has an unobstructed view of the midnight sun at summer solstice (June 21). 

The Steese Highway was completed in 1927 and named for Gen. James G. Steese, U.S. Army, former president of the Alaska Road Commission. 

Route number: 
Alaska Routes 2 and 6 

Connects: 
Fairbanks to Circle, AK 

Length: 
162 miles 

Road surface: 
30 percent paved, 70 percent gravel 

Road conditions: 
Fair to good 

Season: 
Open all year 

Highest summit: 
Eagle Summit 3,624 feet 

Attractions: 
Pipeline Viewpoint; Historic Gold Dredge No. 8; Gold Rush Gold Camp; Fort Knox Gold Mine; Chatanika Gold Camp; Davidson Ditch; Nome Creek Valley; Felix Pedro Monument and Discovery Claim; Chatanika River and Chena River recreation areas; Chena and Circle Hot Springs; Yukon River. 
Sterling Highway 
The Sterling Highway (Alaska Route 1) begins 90 miles south of Anchorage at its junction with the Seward Highway and travels 143 miles west and south to the community of Homer. The Sterling Highway is a paved, mostly 2-lane highway, with few passing lanes and some short sections of improved 4-lane highway. The Sterling Highway is open year-round. 

Several major Kenai Peninsula side roads junction with the Sterling Highway, including Skilak Lake Loop Road, Swanson River Road, Kenai Spur Highway, Kalifornsky Beach Road, Cohoe Loop Road and Anchor River Beach Road. 

From its junction with the Seward Highway at Tern Lake, the Sterling Highway passes through Chugach National Forest and Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. The Kenai Mountains are home to Dall sheep, mountain goats, black and brown bears, and caribou. The many lakes, rivers and streams of the Kenai Peninsula are famous for their sportfishing. The highway also provides access to the Resurrection Pass Trail System in Chugach National Forest. 

From Soldotna south, the Sterling Highway follows the west coast of the peninsula, providing access to clamming and fishing in Cook Inlet. There are beautiful views of peaks on the Alaska Peninsula. 

Route number: 
Alaska Route 1 

Connects: 
Seward Highway to Homer, AK 

Length: 
143 miles 

Road surface: 
Paved 

Road conditions: 
Fair to good 

Season: 
pen all year 

Attractions: 
Russian River; Kenai River; Kenai National Wildlife Refuge; Russian Orthodox Churches; Homer Spit; Seldovia; Halibut Cove. 
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Tagish Road 

This 33.8-mile/54.4-km road connects the Alaska Highway with the South Klondike Highway. It leads south from the Alaska Highway junction at Jake’s Corner (Milepost DC 836.8) through the settlement of Tagish to Carcross. It is good gravel road from the Alaska Highway junction to Tagish, asphalt-surfaced between Tagish and Carcross. 

Tagish Road was built in 1942 to lay a gas pipeline during construction of the Alaska Highway. 

If you are traveling South Klondike Highway between Skagway and Whitehorse, Tagish Road provides access to Atlin Road and also makes a pleasant side trip. This is also a very beautiful drive in the fall; good photo opportunities. 

Connects: Alaska Highway at Jake's Corner to Carcross, YT 

Length: 34 miles 

Road surface: 40 percent gravel, 60 percent paved 

Season: Open all year 

Attraction: Tagish River 

Back to top of page
Taylor Highway 
The 160.3-mile Taylor Highway (Alaska Route 5) begins at Tetlin Junction on the Alaska Highway, approximately 11 miles southeast of Tok, and ends at the small town of Eagle on the Yukon River. This is a beautiful “top of the world” drive, and Eagle is well worth a visit. In summer, the highway also provides river runners with access to the Fortymile River National Wild and Scenic River system. The Taylor Highway is not maintained from mid-October to April, and the arrival of snow effectively closes the road to vehicle traffic for the winter, although it is open to snowmobiles. 

The Taylor Highway also forms part of the "Klondike Loop" from Canada, connecting with the Top of the World Highway (Yukon Highway 9) via the Boundary Spur Road from Jack Wade Junction (Milepost TJ 95.7). Dawson City-bound travelers keep in mind that the U.S. and Canadian customs offices at the border are open from about mid-May to mid-September. 

Route number: 
Alaska Route 5 

Connects: 
Alaska Highway at Tetlin Junction to Eagle, AK 

Length: 
160 miles 

Road surface: 
40 percent paved, 60 percent gravel 

Road conditions: 
The first 60 miles of the Taylor Highway, between the Alaska Highway junction and Chicken, are paved with some winding sections and hills. Between Chicken and Eagle, the Taylor Highway is a narrow, winding, gravel road with many steep hills and some hairpin curves. The gravel portion of highway has sporadic soft spots during breakup or after heavy rains and surfacing ranges from good to poor depending on maintenance. Rough spots are often flagged. Shoulders are generally narrow and may be unstable. 

Season: 
closed in winter 

Steepest grade: 
9 percent 

Attractions: 
Historic Chicken; Pedro Dredge No. 4; Mosquito Fork Dredge hiking trail; Jack Wade No. 1 Dredge; Fortymile River boat tours; Eagle; Fort Egbert; Yukon River. 
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West Access Route 

The West Access Route links Interstate 5, Trans-Canada Highway 1 and BC Highway 97 to form the most direct route for West Coast motorists to Dawson Creek, BC, and the start of the Alaska Highway. 

Side trips and secondary routes along the West Access Route include Highway 26 to Barkerville, a provincial historic town dating back to the 1860s; the scenic Chilcotin Highway to Bella Coola; and Highway 29, the Hudson’s Hope Loop to the Alaska Highway. The West Access Route also junctions with Yellowhead Highway 16 to Prince Rupert. 

The West Access Route log is divided into 4 sections: Seattle to the Canadian border and Abbotsford (120 miles); Abbotsford to Cache Creek (170 miles); Cache Creek to Prince George (277 miles); and Prince George to Dawson Creek via the Hart Highway (250 miles). 

Route numbers: 
Interstate-5, Trans-Canada Highway 1, BC Highway 97 

Connects: 
Seattle, WA, to Dawson Creek, BC 

Length: 
817 miles 

Road surface: 
Paved

Road Conditions: 
Good 

Season: 
Open all year 

Highest summit: 
Pine Pass, 3,068 feet 

Attractions: 
Minter Gardens; Fraser River Canyon/Hell's Gate; Historic Hat Creek Ranch; Cottonwood House Historic Site; Barkerville; Chetwynd chain saw sculptures. 
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Yellowhead Highway 16 
Yellowhead Highway 16 is a major east–west route that extends from Winnipeg, MB, through Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia to the coastal city of Prince Rupert. (The highway connecting Masset and Queen Charlotte on Graham Island has also been designated as part of Yellowhead Highway 16.) The MILEPOST® logs Yellowhead Highway 16 from Edmonton, AB, to Prince Rupert, BC, which is a distance of 898 miles/1,444 km. 

Yellowhead Highway 16 terminates at Prince Rupert, BC, where travelers may connect with the Alaska Marine Highway System north to southeastern Alaska cities, and the British Columbia ferry system south to Port Hardy on Vancouver Island. 

Yellowhead Highway 16 is a very scenic highway, passing through mountains, forest and farmland. Visitor services are readily available in towns along the way, and campsites may be found in towns and along the highway at both private and provincial park campgrounds. 

Route number: 
Trans-provincial Highway 16 

Connects: 
Edmonton, AB, to Prince Rupert, BC 

Length: 
898 miles 
Road surface: 
Paved 

Season: 
Open all year 

Highest summit: 
Obed Summit 3, 819 feet 

Attractions: 
Jasper National Park; Mount Robson; Fort St. James; Moricetown Canyon; 'Ksan Historical Village; North Pacific Historic Fishing Village; New Museum of Northern British Columbia; Queen Charlotte Islands.
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